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in which grooming for "the quality" was done in
that period.
The first house occupied by Washington was at
the corner of Pearl and Cherry streets, then a
fashionable locality. What the New York end of
the Brooklyn Bridge has left of it is now known as
Franklin Square. The house was so small that
three of his secretaries had to lodge in one room;
and Custis in his Recollections tells how one of
them, who fancied he could write poetry, would
sometimes disturb the others by walking the floor
in his nightgown trying the rhythm of his lines by
rehearsing them with loud emphasis. About a
year later Washington removed to a larger house
on the west side of Broadway near Bowling Green.
Both buildings went down at an early date before
the continual march of improvement in New York.
In Washington's time Wall Street was superseding
Pearl Street as the principal haunt of fashion.
Here lived Alexander Hamilton and other New
Yorkers prominent in their day; here were fashion-
able boarding-houses at which lived the leading
members of Congress. When some fashionable
reception was taking place, the street was gay with
coaches and sedan-chairs, and the attire of the
people who then gathered was as brilliant as a